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Our Kids had a fantastic summer 
at Growing with Grace, but they 
were ready for school to start.  We 
had 9 kids “moving up” class-
rooms within GWG, and sent 18 
kids off to “big kid school” on Au-
gust 24th.   We also had to say 
goodbye to our 3 summer helpers, 
Ms. Emily, Ms. Mariah and Ms. 
Abby who all returned to their uni-
versities.   

The Jr. Preschoolers are happy to have Ms. Becky back from her summer  
vacation and so far, have kept her on her toes. 

 
We are patiently awaiting Ms. Sanjivani’s (Dolly) safe return from visiting her fami-
ly overseas. 

 
Pictured below: Ice Cream making, water play, and making chalk boards at the Library. 
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Stewardship Minute by Rick Warren 
Four Heart Attitudes for Giving 
 
“You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t 
give reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God loves a per-
son who gives cheerfully.” 
2 Corinthians 9:7 (NLT) 
When it comes to giving, God is much more interested in what’s in 
your heart than what’s in your wallet. What he really wants is your 
willingness—not your wealth. 
 
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 9:7, “You must each decide in your 
heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response 
to pressure. ‘For God loves a person who gives cheerfully’” (NLT). 
This verse offers four key heart attitudes you should have when 
you give. 
 
1.Give thoughtfully. Don’t give impulsively. The most spiritual kind 

of giving is when you think about it, pray about it, and then make 
up your mind about it. God wants your giving to be important 
and meaningful in your life—so he wants you to plan for it. 

 
2. Give enthusiastically. Don’t just think, “I have to give!” Give be-
cause you know God’s going to do something big in your heart 
when you become a generous person. 
 
3. Give voluntarily. Any time someone pressures you to give, don’t 
do it. God’s not going to bless that kind of giving anyway. But 
when you feel God challenging you to give, that’s the time to give 
generously and voluntarily! 
 
4. Give cheerfully. Give with joy! One of the Greek words for 
“offering” has the same root as the word “hilarious.” God wants 
you to enjoy giving to him and to others. 
 
Next time you’re considering whether to give or how much to give, 
remember that God’s greatest concern is your heart. When you 
give thoughtfully, enthusiastically, voluntarily, and cheerfully, then 
you know that’s a gift God will bless! 
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Proverbs 29:18 “Where there is no vision, the people perish …” 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
            The school bells are ringing, the whistles on the volleyball court and football fields 
are blowing; the cross-country team is pounding the roadways; it is late summer and peo-
ple’s schedules are taking on a more orderly form.  Well, where did the summer go?  Spring 
just arrived just a couple of weeks ago, right? 
            When I went to college and seminary, I looked at education as a challenge, a puzzle 
that needed to be solved.  Now I didn’t see school in this way when I went to grade school 
and high school, I saw it as a nuisance.  I want to encourage our young people to look at 
school in a positive light, as a challenge that needs to be conquered.  When we look at edu-
cation in a more positive light, it makes school so much easier. 
            Through the struggles of school, we learn how to cope with life.  Life is full of strug-
gles; ups and downs, lefts and rights, U-turns and blind turns.  Life is never easy and never 
goes as we plan and I think that this is one of the things that school is meant to teach us. 
            Life is a big classroom and God is our Teacher/ Savior.  He takes us through those 
difficult times so we will mature, grow in our faith journey and rely on Him to make it 
through life. 
            Stop and look at the world around you.  Notice that it is an open canvas with paint 
splatted here and there, all around and we are to paint our life journey.  Don’t fret; the Mas-
ter Painter is there to help us. 
            I like the song, “I Never Promised You A Rose Garden.”  As Christians, we think 
that if we “believe” in God, life should be easy, but God didn’t promise us that.  God did 
promise to walk with us through life. 
 Although we don’t ponder this much, Jesus struggled through life as well.  His mother 
didn’t understand Him, His brothers and sisters and home town folks didn’t understand 
Him.  Actually, they said He was not in His right mind.  Jesus was the only righteous and 
holy person who ever lived and the “church” leaders didn’t understand Him. 
            I have to chuckle to myself; when I ask how much rain we receive after a shower, 
usually the person will shrug their shoulders and say, “I don’t know… a lot.”  Now in the 
Midwest farming and ranching communities, rain is measured by the 10ths or 100ths.  Go and 
ask a farmer in Nebraska how much rain they received and they will not hesitate to say, 
30/100s or ¾ of an inch of rain.  Rain is a very precious commodity in different parts of the 
country.  The western states are greatly suffering for lack of rain. 
            Where you live; the different environmental stimuli says a lot about what people 
perceive as being important.  There are things in our environment and social structure that 
people often take for granted.  This realization should help us to see that people are like dif-
ferent parts of the country; what is significant and vital for one, may not be for the other. 
            As many of you know, three weeks ago I went to my sister’s funeral and it was hard.  
Now I have come back I heard about a 2½ year-old boy who drown and this has touched a 
number of you.  There is nothing that I can say on my own that can comfort those affected 
by this event.  I am here to bring God’s presence, comfort and words of hope, of the prom-
ise that we have in Christ our Lord.  I weep with those who weep. 
 Our Sunday School kickoff and Block Party is happening September 11th  after wor-
ship.  I hope that you will stay and join in on the activities and share in the spirit of celebra-
tion.  There will be food there, but if you go out to eat, I hope that you come back and join 
the fun. 
 
Sincerely, 
Pastor Bill 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY GRACE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH! 

We are excited to announce that our Church Congregation 
will be celebrating its 100th Anniversary in 2024.  We have 

been blessed, over the years with faithful members and 
friends who’ve made Grace Lutheran Church a beacon of 
hope in our community.  We have formed a committee and 

we are in the early stages of planning a celebration!  To 
prepare for our 100th Anniversary we are looking for  
donations in the upcoming months to help make this  

celebration a huge success!  Donations can be made to 
Grace Lutheran Church and placed in the blue envelopes 

that are at the back of the church.   Please mark your 
check “Birthday Celebration” or see Barb Steinhauer. If 

you are interested in volunteering please see Stacia 
Roggenbaum, Kay Wheaton or Barb Steinhauer. Page 4 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength.  (Mark 12:30 NIV) 

 

    MEMORIALS 
In Memory Of   Sent By 
 
James Sturdervant  Rick & Kay Wheaton 
Pastor’s Sister   Rick & Kay Wheaton  

The Women’s Bible Study Group is restar ng on Sep-
tember 8th. We will be mee ng at 10:30 AM in the 
church social hall. Mee ngs will con nue twice a 
month on Thursdays. Members are not limited to 
members of Grace. We are   focusing on Jeremiah 
29:11-12. God has specific plans for our lives. His plans 
give us hope and a future. How will we respond to 
them?  If there are any ques ons, please call Vicki   
Sander 814-465-3137 or Laura Keesler 814-465-9388. 
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Please remember our shut-ins: 
 Pastor and the deacons try to ensure that each person gets visitation and Communion at least 
once a month.  BUT, a card, a phone call or a brief visit brightens the day for our brothers and 
sisters who can no longer attend services regularly.  Cards and a list of our shut-ins are available 
in the Social Hall. 
 
Marsha Denning              Audrey Eidsen      Judy Signor     
354 Interstate Pkwy.      c/o Bradford Ecumenical Home       28 Brookline Ct               
Bradford, PA  16701           100 St. Francis Dr.                          Bradford, PA 16701 
814-362-6429        Bradford, PA             814-779-1066                                 
 
Debbie Kelly               Donna Lannen                                                      
The Pavilion at BRMC      24 Shep Run Road                      
200 Pleasant St.       Bradford, PA  16701        
Bradford, PA        814-596-6491         

Deadlines for Weekly Slides, Bulletin Items 
Just a reminder that the deadline to have items placed in the weekly bulletin is    
Wednesday morning and the deadline for slides is Thursday morning. Please write  
the information in the manner you would like church secretary to print it. 

Sunday School will start September 18th, 2022. We will have classes  
kindergarten through 12th grade.  Breakfast Club will start back up on 
September 11th, 2022.  Community Life Center is now open! 



KICKOFF BLOCK PARTY  
12:00PM-5:00PM SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH! 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
79 MECHANIC STREET 
BRADFORD, PA 16701 

FREE COMMUNITY EVENT 
BOUNCE HOUSE / DUNK TANK 
FOOD / DRINKS        
GAMES / FACE PAINTING 
VENDORS 
LIVE MUSIC PROVIDED BY “DJ MITTY LOVE” AND GRACE LUTHERAN WORSHIP TEAM 
MUCH MORE!!!! 
ENTRY IS FREE, BUT MONEY IS NEEDED FOR VENDORS AND FOOD. 
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RECYCLING -  don’t forget to bring in your cans/bottles! Year to date we have raised 
$2,059.55! 
 
FYI 
For anyone wishing to rent the Social Hall or the Community Life Center for an event, 
your contact person is the Church Secretary: 362-1236. 
 
Destinations Noisy Can Collection is  the last Sunday of every month, don’t forget 
that extra change in your pocket!! 

Located in the Welcome Center is an information desk Miss Keelan put together to 
share all of the news about Growing with Grace.  Also, you can familiarize yourself 
with the staff members. 



 
 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday thru Friday - 9:00am to 3:00pm         Page 7 

World Conference of Lutheran Church Leaders 

Over seventy presidents, bishops, and other leaders from worldwide 
confessional Lutheran churches will meet in Kisumu, Kenya for the trien-
nial INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL WORLD CONFERENCE, Sep-
tember 13-16. Please pray for safe travel and a blessed conference. 
For more informa on about the World Conference and about the Inter-
na onal Lutheran Council visit www.ILCouncil.org.  

GOD’S POWER HOUR 
(Sunday School) 

 
With the new school year, the Sunday School Board has been busy meeting, 
generating new ideas as how to effectively reach out to the kids of Grace 
Lutheran and the Community. 
 
Some of the exciting changes instore involve: 
 * The “Neighborhood Block Party” 
 * A name change from Sunday School to God’s Power Hour 
 * The introduction of Blessing Bucks to earn and spend at the end of    
    every unit (5 weeks) in the “Blessing Bucks Store”. 
 * Inviting congregational members to visit classes to share their  
    experiences. 
 * Yearly service projects 
 * A Sunday School Bulletin Board 
 * More welcoming Children’s corner in the Sanctuary. 
 * Nursery availability during Sunday Service. 
 * Leading with songs at the beginning of God’s Power Hour. 
 
These are a few of the changes. 
Sunday School has expanded with the addition of a Junior High  
(7th - 8th grade) class. 
 * K-6th grade: Miss Kristen Langianese & Sherylanne Waterman 
 * 7th-8th grade: Mr. Brandon Baney & Andrew Dexter 
 * 9th-10th grade (Confirmation Class): Mr. Jim Machuga & Pastor Bill 
 
Please keep the Sunday School Teachers. Students, and Board in prayer as 
we continue to reach out in God’s Love, growing the children of Grace and 
the community in Christ and training them to be good church stewards. 



  

Grace 
Lutheran 
Church 

Rev. Bill Waterman 
Pastor 

 
79 Mechanic Street 

Bradford, PA   16701 
(814) 362-3244 

Fax  ((814) 362-6085 
 

Community Life Center 
(814) 362-1236 

 
Growing with Grace 
Christian Preschool 

(814) 362-(GROW) 4769 
 

glmoffice@agraceplace.org 
www.agraceplace.org 

 

CURRENT AND 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

AT GRACE 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

September 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th 
Bible Study 6:30PM 

 
September 5th 
LABOR DAY 

GWG & Church Office CLOSED 
 

September 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th 
Grace Out Loud 5:30PM 

 
September 7th 

Deacon’s Meeting 6PM 
 

September 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th 
Discerning the Times 6:45PM 

 
September 8th, 22nd 

Women’s Bible Study 10AM 
 

September 11th 
BLOCK PARTY!!! 

 
September 13th 

Council Meeting 6:30PM 
 

September 24th 
Food Auction 

 
September 25th 

Sunday School Board Meeting 
The Grace Lutheran Church Newsletter is published 
monthly.  The deadline for submissions is the 15th of 
each month.  If you have any questions or comments 
about the newsletter, please e-mail them to:  glmof-
fice@agraceplace.org or leave them in the church of-
fice. 

Join Us For Worship! 
 

Sunday 
10:00am Blended 

 
9:00am Family Education 

 
6:30pm Adult Bible Study 

We’re On 
The Web! 

www.agraceplace.org 
Like us on Facebook: 

Grace Lutheran Ministries  
(Live Streaming Sundays 10am) 

 Growing with Grace        
Christian Preschool 


