
 

“He Chose the Poor” 
Galatians 2:1-10 

Introduction 
 
“Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Jerusalem, this 
time with Barnabas. I took Titus along also. I went in response to 
a revelation and, meeting privately with those esteemed as 
leaders, I presented to them the gospel that I preach among the 
Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I was not running and had not been 
running my race in vain. Yet not even Titus, who was with me, 
was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a 
Greek. This matter arose because some false believers had 
infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ 
Jesus and to make us slaves. We did not give in to them for a 
moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for 
you. As for those who were held in high esteem—whatever they 
were makes no difference to me; God does not show favoritism—
they added nothing to my message. On the contrary, they 
recognized that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching 
the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the 
circumcised. For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle to 
the circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the 
Gentiles. James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, 
gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they 
recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go 
to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised.” (Gal. 2:1-9) 

Jesus plus = everything. 

“Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was 
eager to do.” (Gal. 2:10) 

Remembering the Poor = Remembering the Gospel. 

1. God ________________ the poor. 
 
“Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring 
and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes 
in. If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes 
and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, 
“You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” have you not 
discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil 

thoughts? Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God 
chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in 
faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love 
him?” (James 2:2-5) 

But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot 
repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.” (Luke 14:13-14) 
“as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.” 
(II Cor. 6:10) 

2. God chose to become ___________ that we might be 
___________________. 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his 
poverty might become rich.” (II Cor. 8:9) 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty those who are oppressed,” (Luke 4:18) 

3. God chose the poor to provide us with the evidence of our 
_____________. 

“And Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! 
Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I 
have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times 
the amount.” Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to 
this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.” 
(Luke 19:8-9) 
 
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to 
visit me.’” (Matthew 25:35-36) 
 
Close with Lord’s Prayer…… 


